On October 25, 1931, he had fallen and injured the back of his neck. He was unconscious for a time, and was admitted to another hospital, where injury to the cervical spine was suspected.
X-ray examination of the cervical spine showed osteo-arthritic changes. The swelling in the left side has been noticed for several years. It is slowly growing larger, but does not trouble the patient. He can always reduce it, and he supports it with his hand during defaecation.
On examination.-There is in the left lumbar region at the site of the triangle of Petit, a swelling the size of a large egg. It gives an impulse on coughing, and is easily reducible, with distinct gurgling. X-ray examination after an opaque enema shows that the hernia contains what appears to be a diverticulum of the descending colon. The opacity in the hernia was still present after forty-eight hours. On screening, pressure over the hernia displaced the barium into the colon.
DiscuS8ion.-Mr. CECIL P. G. WAKELEY said that Mr. Turner's case was a most interesting one, because of the radiographic evidence supporting the clinical diagnosis of hernia. In his recollection, several cases of lumbar hernia had been shown at the Clinical Section, but none of them had ever been confirmed by radiographic examination. Lumbar hernia was, he thought, very rare.
Mr. HAROLD EDWARDS said that not all lumbar hernias came through the abdominal wall at the triangle of Petit, though the latter space was so named because Petit had first described a strangulated hernia He had a regular, rather coarse, tremor of the head and hands; this, according to the patient, had been present all his life. The tremor of the hands is of the intention type, and is exaggerated in the performance of fine movements. Speech is somewhat explosive and sometimes slurred. There is a coarse, slow nystagmus.
Fundi normal; knee-jerks absent; sensation normal: gait natural; Romberg's sign negative; no deformities.
(II) Frederick D., aged 59, younger brother of the above, a painter and decorator, was seen at St. Bartholomew's Hospital on account of weakness and numbness of the right hand and fingers.
Like his brother, he had a tremor of the head and hands, said to have been present all his life. He complained of numbness of the outer aspect of the feet, the ulnar side of the right hand and radial side of the left, but of weakness in his right hand only.
Examination of his nervous system gives the same results as in the case of his elder brother, excepting that (1) there is wasting and weakness of the muscles of the
